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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



. sheets. 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 
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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the International application 
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PCT/DE2002/003761 



li Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

[X] the description: 

pages ^ 2-21 

Pages 

pages la-lb 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 04 December 2003 (04.12.2003) 



the claims: 
pages . 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-3 



, filed with the letter of 04 December 2003 (04.12.2003) 



the drawings: 

pages _ 

pages 

pages 



\n-m 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

Pages _ 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to mis Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. m 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language , which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23- 1 (b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filcdj together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing docs not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 



4. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I the description, pages . 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

I the drawings, sheets/fig _ 



I — | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5 I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 1 7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



t . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-3 YES 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims YKS 

Claims 1-3 NO 

Industrial applicability (1A) Claims YES 

a aims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1- Reference is made to the following document: 
Dl: DE-A-10000830 

2. The subject matter of claims 1-3 is not known from 

the available prior art. For this reason, the subject 
matter of claims 1-3 satisfies the requirements for 
novelty within the meaning of PCT Article 33 {2) - 

2.1. Independent Claim 1 

Document Dl is considered the closest prior art with 
respect to the subject matter of claim 1. 

It discloses (the references in parentheses are to 
Dl) an electronic package locker arrangement ("locker 
arrangement 4" in Dl ; see column 4, line 2 and 
corresponding figure) witla a plurality of electronic 
package lockers ("lockers 1" in Dl; see column 4, 
line 3 and corresponding figure) , one control panel 
("operator panel or dialogue data terminal 16" in Dl; 
see column 4, line 4 and corresponding figure) being 
associated with several electronic package lockers 
and a central control unit being provided to control 
the control panels ("computer 8" in Dl; see column 4, 
lines 8-10 and corresponding figure) . 
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However, Dl does not teach that the central control 
unit contains a means for variably assigning package 
lockers to the control panels. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

2.2. Dependent Claims 2 and 3 

Claims 2 and 3 are dependent upon claim 1 and thus 
also satisfy the PCT requirements with respect to 
novelty. 

3 % The present application does not satisfy the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(3) because the subject 
matter of claims 1-3 does not involve an inventive 
step (PCT Rule 65,1 and 65.2) . 

3.1. Independent Claim 1 

As explained in section 2.1, document Dl does not 
disclose that the central control unit contains a 
means for variably assigning package lockers to the 
control panels. 

The problem to be solved by this additional feature 
can thus be seen as that of ensuring reliable control 
of the package lockers in the event of a control 
panel failure. 

There are several conventional possibilities for 
solving this problem: one solution provides a 
redundant control panel on site; another solution 
ensures that the functions of a defective control 
panel can be taken over by a functioning control 
panel . 
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Accordingly, the dynamic allocation of control panels 
to corresponding package lockers is only one of 
several obvious possibilities from which a person 
skilled in the art would choose according to the 
circumstances in order to ensure continuous, 
uninterrupted operation at all times, without thereby 
exercising inventive skill. 

For this reason, an arrangement of this type cannot 
be considered inventive. The subject matter of claim 
1 does not involve an inventive step and thus does 
not satisfy the requirements of PCT Article 33(3) . 

3.2. Dependent Claims 2 and 3 

The dependent claims mentioned do not appear to 
contain any additional features which, in combination 
with the features of claim 1, meet the PCT 
requirements for inventive step. 

In the case of claim 3, for example, document Dl 
discloses a connection between the computer (8) and a 
central management computer (15) (see Dl, column 4, 
lines 17-25) . It is clear from the above that the 
management computer (15) contains a databank server 
for exchanging various data, such as locker occupancy 
information, with the central control unit (computer 
8 in Dl) . 

Consequently, the subject matter of claims 2 and 3 
does not appear to involve an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 

4. The application relates to an electronic package 
locker arrangement. Industrial applicability is 
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therefore established. 
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